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"P.S. You were complaining in that paper, that the
clergy of Great-Britain had not yet learned to speak ; a very
great defect indeed; and therefore I shall think myself a
well-deserver of the church in recommending all the dumb
clergy to the famous speaking doctorl at Kensington. This
ingenious gentleman, out of compassion to those of a bad
utterance, has placed his whole study in the new-modelling
the organs of voice; which art he has so far advanced, as to
be able even to make a good orator of a pair of bellows. He
lately exhibited a specimen of his skill in this way, of which
I was informed by the worthy gentlemen then present, who
were at once delighted and amazed to hear an instrument of
so simple an organization use an exact articulation of words,
a just cadency in its sentences, and a wonderful pathos in its
pronunciation; not that he designs to expatiate in this prac-
tice, because he cannot (as he says) apprehend what use it
may be of to mankind, whose benefit he aims at in a more
particular manner: and for the same reason, he will never
more instruct the feathered kind, the parrot having been his
last scholar in that way. He has a wonderful faculty in
making and mending echoes, and this he will perform at any
time for the use of the solitary in the country, being a man
born for universal good, and for that reason recommended
to your patronage by, Sir, yours,

"PHILALETHES."

1 James Ford proposed to cure stammerers and even restore speech
to mutes. In the second volume of "The British Apollo" he is
referred to as having "not only recovered several who stammered to
a regular speech, but also brought the deaf and dumb to speak.'' [T. S. ]